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SPORT

A peloton
or riders
waves its way
through on
day two of
the 2014 Tour
of Zubarah
yesterday.
PICTURES:
SALIM
MATRAMKOT

Algeria’s Lagab storms
to stage win in Dukhan

2014 Tour of Zubarah: The 28-year-old grabs the yellow jersey

DOHA: Algerian rider Azzedine Lagab yesterday
grabbed stage one of the Tour of Zubarah with a
slick finish in Dukhan.

The 28-year-old topped the 120.1km stage - that
began in Madina Al Shamal - ahead of Kristjan Fajt
and grabbed the yellow jersey.

In third place yesterday was Algeria’s Abderrahmane
Mansouri.

Lagab’s clocked a time of 2 hours 45 minutes and 19
seconds. Fajt finished with the same while Mansouri
was 37 seconds slower than the day’s winner.

Fajt said: “I hope I can continue with my rhythm
tomorrow also. All the time I was close to winning the
stage but it slipped in the last few meters.”

‘Wednesday’s blue jersey winner David Per of
Slovenia was fifth, a notch above Austria’s Martin
Weiss. Dutchman Wauter Sybrandy was placed sev-
enth while Austria’s Mario Schoibl secured the eighth
spot. Yellow jersey winner on Thursday Roman Van
Uden of New Zealand ended the day in ninth spot
while Croatia’s Radoslav Rogina of team Adria Mobil
rounded off the top-10 riders yesterday.

Lagab now heads the overall classification with a
time of 2:50.29, some 19 seconds better than Fajt.

Van Uden is in third spot, some 30 seconds adrift of
Lagab. Defending champion UAE’s Yusif Mirza yes-
terday finished 14th to drop down the pecking order.

Qatari riders haven’t done well in the two days,
going down the points table following indifferent per-
formances. Abdullah Afifi is in 32nd spot after two
days in the individual classification after stage one.
Diego Hossfledt is in 39th spot whereas his team-mate
Moosa Said is in 47th place.

Qatar coach Branko Fillip said: “There are very
strong riders here. I am missing Ahmed Al Boudainy.
He broke his leg in training. We are missing our best
rider.”

Fillip added: “I hope the ones present here make a
better result than today. But we’ll see. Ahmed is out
for four weeks. We wanted to target the first five in
general classification. But without him, it seems it
would be difficult. We will do our best. We are trying.
‘We have only five riders here. But this is it. We have
to compete. We have to fight.”

Per still holds the blue jersey after two days of com-
petition. THE PENINSULA

Gay’s former

COLORADO SPRINGS: Jon Drummond, former
coach of US sprinter Tyson Gay, has been banned
for eight years after arbitrators ruled he pos-
sessed, trafficked and administered banned drugs
to an athlete he coached.

The US Anti-Doping Agency announced the ban
is to begin on December 17.

The ban prohibits the 46-year-old former sprinter
from coaching, training or advising athletes and par-
ticipating or coaching at any event sanctioned by
USA Track and Field or the sport’s global govern-
ing body the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF).

“Coaches have an inherent responsibility to pro-
tect athletes - not to take advantage of them - but
to ensure that they receive the support, training and
advice they need to win fairly and in accordance with
the rules,” USADA chief executive Travis Tygart said
in a statement.

Drummond was Gay’s coach when the athlete was
suspended in June 2013 after testing positive for a
banned anabolic steroid in two out-of-competition

DOHA: Here are
details of the two
remaining stages
in the second edi-
tion of the 2014
Tour of Zubarah.

Stage 2

Today
Madinat Al Shamal
to Madinat Al
Shamal , 116.8kms

Stage 3

Tomorrow

Lekhwiya to Al
Zubarah Fort,
122.6kms

LEFT: A fan
holds the
Qatari flag
in Dukhan
yesterday.
RIGHT:
Qatar
Cycling
Federation
(QCF)
officials are
seen with
the top
three riders.

LEFT: Qatari riders
relax at the end of
stage one of the
2014 Tour of Zubarah
yesterday. Qatar is one
of 15 teams featuring
in the four-day event.
BELOW: Riders storm
toward the finish line in
Dukhan yesterday.

coach banned for 8 years

tests. As part of his punishment, Gay also returned
the silver medal he received for the 4x100m relay at
the London Olympics.

The former world champion’s ban was reduced
from two years to one by USADA due to Gay’s coop-
eration, which included information that contributed
to the agency’s case against Drummond.

US sprinter Marshevet Hooker and Trinidad and
Tobago’s Kelly-Ann Baptiste, both of whom worked
with Drummond, also provided information.

Drummond, who won an Olympic 4x100m relay
gold at the 2000 Sydney Games and was part of the
elite John Smith stable that included former 100m
world record holder Maurice Greene and Trinidadian
ace sprinter Ato Boldon, had denied involvement in
Gay’s positive drug test.

But the panel of independent arbitrators found
that Drummond was instrumental in connecting
Gay with a chiropractor named Clayton Gibson who
provided Gay with the DHEA that resulted in Gay’s
positive test.

The panel ruled that Drummond “failed to act

in the manner expected of a coach of athletes in
the Olympic movement.” Based on testimony from
parties involved, the arbitrators were satisfied that
Drummond, who learned of Gibson from Hooker, rec-
ommended that Gay consult Gibson as a last resort
in his efforts to train and compete without pain.

The arbitrators found that Drummond failed to
intervene sufficiently when Gibson showed him and
Gay cremes labeled “Testosterone/DHEA,” “HGH”
and “Progesterone Creme” which were later sent to
the athlete in Oregon.

Drummond, who earned the nickname ‘Clown
Prince of the Track’ during his athletics career,
argued he advised Gay not to use the cremes, but
the coach nevertheless removed the labels and took
them to Europe at the athlete’s request, and Gay used
some of the products in July of 2012.

Although both coach and athlete had concerns
about the cremes, Drummond testified that he didn’t
believe they contained banned substances.

“I didn’t know,” he said. “And so I didn’t process it
to even, like, think about it.” REUTERS



